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Vision:

All children and young people growing up in Scotland 
have their human rights respected, protected and 
fulfilled. 

Mission: 

We work to inspire and enable everyone in Scotland 
to put children and young people’s human rights at 
the heart of everything they do. 

Together 
(Scottish Alliance for Children’s Rights)

An NGO alliance with nearly 450 members working to 
improve the awareness, understanding and implementation 
of children’s human rights in Scotland.
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“…the family, as the fundamental group of society 
and the natural environment for the growth and 
wellbeing of all its members and particularly 
children, should be afforded the necessary 
protection and assistance so that it can fully assume 
its responsibilities within the community…

..recognising that the child, for the full and 
harmonious development of his or her personality, 
should grow up in a family environment, in an 
atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding”.

UNCRC Preamble

UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

http://www.togetherscotland.org.uk/


Scotland’s incremental approach to UNCRC incorporation
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UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill: 
a pro-active culture to children’s human rights

• Protects the UNCRC rights of all children under 18 years 
old (s.1).

• Scottish Government and public authorities must protect 
the rights of children and young people (s.6).

• Children’s Scheme: participation, awareness, budgeting 
and CRWIA (s.11-13).

• Duty on Ministers to conduct Child Rights & Wellbeing 
Impact Assessment (s.14).

• Compliance reports by Ministers and public authorities 
(s.15-16).

• Scrutiny by children, young people, Children and Young 
People’s Commissioner, Scottish Parliament, civil society.

UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill: hhttps://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/current-bills/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-
incorporation-scotland-bill/stage-3/bill-as-passed.pdf 



UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill: 
challenging breaches of children’s human rights

UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill: https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/current-bills/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-
incorporation-scotland-bill/stage-3/bill-as-passed.pdf 

• Children and young people can complain if they think their 
rights aren’t being protected (s.7).

• Courts can decide if laws follow the UNCRC (s. 18-21).

• The Children and Young People’s Commissioner will be 
able to help if someone wants to complain their rights are 
not being protected (s.10).

• A court could tell an organisation to change what they are 
doing, if the court agrees that they are not protecting 
children’s rights properly (s. 18-21).

• No time limits on proceedings until children reach the age 
of 18 years old (s.7).



UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill

Duty not to act incompatibly with the UNCRC (s6) – placed on 
all those delivering ‘functions of a public nature’ include 
functions carried out ‘under a contract or other arrangement 
with a public authority’. This will include non-governmental 
providers delivering services under a government funding 
contract.

Children’s Rights Scheme (s11-13) – Scottish Ministers to 
publish an annual plan and report on steps taken to further the 
UNCRC, including children’s participation, raising awareness, 
child rights budgeting, complaints mechanisms, child rights 
impact assessment and more. 

Public body reporting (s15-16) – Listed public bodies –
including local authorities, health boards, Police Scotland,
Children’s Hearings Scotland and the Scottish Children’s 
Reporter Administration to report on steps taken and steps 
planned to further UNCRC – cross cutting across all services.
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..recognising that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her 
personality, should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of 

happiness, love and understanding”.

UNCRC Preamble

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989

Non-discrimination
(Article 2).

Best interests
(Article 3).

Survival and 
development

(Article 6).

Children’s 
participation (Article 

12).

UNCRC 
General 

Principles

Provision
(survival needs, food and nutrition, 
health and shelter,  an education)

Protection 
(from all forms of harm 

and exploitation)

Participation
(as an active agent in their 
own lives and in society)
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The UNCRC - covering every aspect of children’s lives

http://www.togetherscotland.org.uk/


Useful resources: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/childrens-rights-wellbeing-impact-assessments-crwia-training-tool/
https://cypcs.org.uk/get-help/i-work-with-younger-people/golden-rules/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/common-core-skills-knowledge-understanding-values-childrens-workforce-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/impact-assessment/2016/12/guidance-part-1-section-2-duties-public-authorities-relation-uncrc/documents/children-young-people-scotland-act-2014-guidance-part-1-duties-public-authorities-relation-united-nations-convention-rights-child-uncrc/children-young-people-scotland-act-2014-guidance-part-1-duties-public-authorities-relation-united-nations-convention-rights-child-uncrc/govscot%3Adocument/children-young-people-scotland-act-2014-guidance-part-1-duties-public-authorities-relation-united-nations-convention-rights-child-uncrc.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hncO9xpcOGo
https://www.togetherscotland.org.uk/resources-and-networks/state-of-childrens-rights-reports/
https://cypcs.org.uk/resources/independent-childrens-rights-impact-assessment-on-the-response-to-covid-19-in-scotland/
http://enoc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ENOC-Synthesis-Report-on-CRIA-FV.pdf


Thank you!
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